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As members of St.Augustineôs Church, we seek to follow Jesusô  

commandðto share Godôs love with our community. 

OPEN HOUSE 

What does the word óhouseô signify for you? Members of Parliament will 

shortly be sworn into a newly elected House of Commons. With 150 

Members standing down, it is likely that there will be more first-time 

MPs in the House than has been the case for many years. The óExpenses 

Scandalô has had a part to play in this. Investigative reporting and the 

process of democracy have flung open 

the doors of this particular house to 

reveal some undesirable inhabitants! 

If we ask ówhat should a house 

provide?ô our response might be shelter 

or safety, warmth or security. The 

building needs to protect us against the 

elements. The bonus comes when the 

people who use the house welcome us 

in.  

We can live our lives behind closed doors; it may feel cosy but we might 

lose the opportunity to experience a different way of living. Over 300 

people came through the doors of our church for the Confirmation  

service - a full house and the chance to enjoy a real celebration with 

people joining us for the first time. Then came the quiet, reflective Holy 

Week meditations which gave way to great happiness and love expressed 

on Easter Sunday. 

Just as óstuff happensô in our own houses, so Godôs house on 

Southborough Lane sees contrasts of sadness and joy. And it is an open 

house every day. 

Mary Plummer  

A prayer for exam time 

Dear Lord, I thank you that when I pray you always listen to me and hear my prayers.  As my 

exam approaches, set me free from fear and give me your peace.  Help me to think clearly and 

remember what I've learned;  to use the time well and to do my best and not to worry about the 

outcome, because I know that my future is in your hands.  Amen  
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Parish Events  

Archers Point 
Residentia l Home 

 

ï Luxurious home for the elderly 
ï Beautiful secluded gardens 

ï 24 hour Care and attention 
ï Warm and friendly atmosphere 

ï Excellent cuisine 

 
 

Give us a call: 
020 8468 7440 

21 Bickley Road 

Bickley 
Kent  

P. R. BUXTON 
General Painter & Decorator  

(All kinds of work undertaken at a 
reasonable price) 

 

Household Repairs  
Undertaken  

 

For a free estimate ring: 

01689 824662  
166 POVEREST ROAD 

ORPINGTON, KENT. 

 

W. UDEN & SONS 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS  

Est. 1881 

 

MONUMENTAL MASONS 

The Family Business that still 

offers you a personal service 
 

PETTS WOOD 
19 Chatsworth Parade, Queensway, 

Orpington, Bromley BR5 1DF 

01689 822291 

 Ron Wilson 
Professional Toastmaster  

Member of the National  

Association of Toastmasters  
 

 

Available for Weddings,  

Banquets, or in fact any type  
of function!  

 

Call: 020 8467 5956 / 07956 272473 
Email: ronthetoastmaster@hotmail.com  

www.ronwilson4u.com  

ó 

 

óRelationships not Rulesô - Mothersô Union Celebration 

Every three years a very special service is held in Rochester Cathedral when the President, executive and other 

officers of the Mothersô Union (MU) are commissioned. 

This year Bishop Brian welcomed members, families and friends from the diocese. He urged members and 

office holders to develop new relationships that will drive the MU forward during the next three years. 

The commissioning of the officers was very personal as each was greeted by the Bishop and handed a card. 

The new President is Jocelyn Wright, who comes from Orpington, and our Archdeaconry Vice President is 

Sue Brooker from Bexley. 

The address was given by Mark Russell, Chief Executive of Church Army. 

The procession of MU banners added a touch of colour to the cathedral at the start and finish of the service. I 

always enjoy looking at the different designs and admiring the work that has been put into each one. 

Following our AGM, St Augustineôs Branch welcomed three new members onto our Committee; Rev Kevin 

Cable, Evelyn Dunn and Despina Rousou. 

Ann Hanrahan  

Christian Aid Week 9ð15 May 

 
We at St. Augustineôs have taken responsibility for distributing and collecting envelopes in most of the roads 

in our neighbourhood. It would be good if every able-bodied church member took on a road, leaving 

envelopes early in the week, and spending perhaps two evenings collecting. 

 

Christian Aid has a vision to end povertyð helping poor communities to help themselves. Is this over-

optimistic? If we all give generously of our time and money, then perhaps the vision could become a reality. 

 

Donations can be made by 

¨ Cash in an envelope to an authorised collector 

¨ Cheque to FREEPOST Christian Aid 

¨ Online at www.caweek.org 

¨ Calling 08080 006 006 

¨ Text POVERTY to 70300 ( Costs £3.00, of which     

 Christian Aid receives about £2.30) 
 

Rob Hutchings 



Vicarôs Letter 
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Some years ago, a number of Christians started to wear wristbands with the letters 

WWJD on them.  The letters stood for óWhat Would Jesus do?ô  It was a reminder to 

the wearer and others that they were trying to follow the example of Jesus in their daily 

lives. As we stand on the brink of a General Election, I wonder which party would get 

Jesusô vote. 

 

In the Bible, we find evidence that points to Godôs will for political order within society.  Whether or not this is based 

on Godôs original will for the created order, political authority is given by God for the benefit of humanity. This 

authority exists to promote righteousness, justice and peace, law and order. It is to be directed by what is right, not 

just by public opinion, the self-interest of parties or the strong personal concern of any particular group. Ideally, our 

politicians will act fairly and impartially. There have been far too many examples over the past 70 years of one partyôs 

idealism taking precedence over another.   

 

The function of any political party is to support and put into action a coherent set of political opinions. They may 

agree on some particular issues but the disagreements between them are genuine, reflecting different views of what 

makes for a good and just society. To the question ñIs it possible to see the solid achievements of our government 

over recent years?ò every current government minister would respond óYes, and the evidence is éô   

However, the spokesperson for the opposition ï hoping to be elected on May 6th would respond, óNo, and the 

evidence iséô In the world of politics, those who only see the failures of a government are not likely to be converted 

by the areas in which that government has been successful. Just watching óQuestion Timeô shows how hard it is for 

one strong-minded person to even listen to another point of view let alone be changed by it! 

 

There are Christians of all denominations across the parties in Parliament who meet together regularly for prayer and 

bible study. In Victorian times the so-called óClapham sectô that included William Wilberforce had a profound 

influence on the moral values of this nation. They dedicated themselves selflessly to prayer and then acted in 

Parliament to bring a Christian witness to bear on the laws that were passed.  The apostle Paul encourages us to pray, 

óéfor kings and all those in authority, that we may lead peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.ô (1 

Timothy 2:1ï2) 

 

To be effective in this prayer, we need to be politically aware so that we can pray in an informed way and make 

specific requests to God.   As Christians, we are called to live righteously, justly and peacefully in all areas of our 

lives. This includes the responsible exercise of the rights and duties of citizenship, by respecting the law, paying taxes 

and by using our vote. Jesus had a political manifesto and it is in Lukeôs gospel chapter 4. v.18-19.  

óThe Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent me to 

proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of 

the Lordôs favour.ô 

In the light of those verses, I wonder WWJD at the ballot box. 

ABBEYFIELD BROMLEY SOCIETY  
 

Not for profit charity providing supported accommodation for the 
elderly people who no longer wish or feel able to live alone.  

 

Our two homely houses in central Bromley offer companionship, 
independence and privacy in a secure, family style sett ing.  

 

Larger single rooms (and a few doubles) with en -suite facilit ies, 

furnished by residents,.  
 

Two main meals provided by resident Housekeeper.  
Very modest inclusive charge. Respite breaks available.  

 

Applications invited from all sections of local community.  
 

Enquiries to Marianne Bunting on 020 8857 5238  


